25th Chipstead Comet Open 18.06.2011
Twenty five years ago in 1987 Keith Lamdin (the first Comet Class Chairman) asked Ralph Row (founder and first fleet Captain of Chipstead Comet Class) if he could organise a Comet Open meeting at Chipstead. Never one to shirk a challenge and working with the Clubs Handicap class, Ralph organised things and 14 visitors joined 7 Chipstead competitors with their brand new boats for the Open.

Damon Perrin from Aylesbury was our first winner, Henry Jaggers (the last Class Chairman) was second Ralph was 8th but a very young junior sailing his beloved yellow Comet 63, was our current Chairman Chris Robinson who was 6th on the day.

Back in the eighties and with a new class there was a lot of enthusiasm about and people were keen to test their skills racing and competing.  Today Chipstead Comet Class still has about 30 boats and new people are finding out for themselves about Comet sailing and are just as enthusiastic.

For this years 25th Open there was a lot of wind forecast and for once the weather men had it right with the winds and gusts picking up through the day.

Eight visitors joined eight Chipstead boats at the start and a westerly wind provided the competitors with a perfect beat to the first mark.

Race 1

Mark Wilkins established a substantial lead which he held to the finish. Competition was fierce behind the leader with Guy Wilkins just getting ahead of Chris Robinson for second place and Bob Dodds picking up places to finish 4th ahead of John Windibank. Ian Stone who at 14 years old showed all of us old veterans how to sail in the conditions was prominent throughout and finished 6th.  

Race 2  An even start saw places swapped up the first beat with competitors struggling to keep their wind clear and with excellent racing Chris emerged with a win closely followed by Guy. Ian and  Michael Ettershank achieved their best results of the day in 3rd and 4th with Bob 5th and Mark 6th.

Race 3 A depleted fleet started the last race with the wind stronger than ever and most competitors enjoying a capsize or two. Most of the open leaders were in a winning position before swimming but Chris who managed to stay upright emerged as the winner just ahead of Guy with his third 2nd place of the day. Mark finished 3rd, Bob 4th and Michael 5th.

Brian Welham and Annette Walter both light weights struggled in the conditions but brilliantly finished all the races and finished 8th and  9th with Richard Sammons sailing Comet 14 with the original flat centreboard finished 10th his best result of the day. 

Chris as the Open winner thanked the club and remarked that in all his years of trying he had never won a prize at Chipstead and  was very pleased with his win today.

Results 

1.  C867  Chris Robinson  

Burghfield SC      
2.  C657  Mark Wilkins   
     
Chipstead SC

3.  C806  Guy Wilkins      

Chipstead SC

4.  C865  Bob Dodds  
     
Crawley Mariners

5.  C84    Michael Ettershank 
Eyott SC

6.  C152  Ian Stone
     
Maidenhead SC

7.  C700  John Windibank

Chipstead SC

8.  C711  Brian Welham  
     
Maidenhead SC

9.  C704  Clive Chapman

Littleton SC

10. C323  Annette Walter 
     
Welling Garden City  

11. C14   Richard Sammons
Chipstead SC

12. C555  Roger Burgess  
      
Chipstead SC

13. C749 Rob Ellis

Chipstead SC

14. C525  Don Blackman  
      
Chipstead SC

DNQ C778 David Chesworth
Chipstead SC                    
DNQ C744 Malcolm Underwood  
Littleton SC

John Windibank
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