COMETS AT BEWL

The day dawned fine and bright on Saturday 2 July for the fleet’s now regular visit to Bewl Valley. Numbers were a little down on previous years, perhaps because the weather forecast suggested very light winds or perhaps the call of Wimbledon did for some too? Whatever the reason, the seven boats that managed the trip to the beautiful Weald of Kent were able to enjoy a fine day of racing with winds that, although light in the morning, picked up nicely for the afternoon. With the wind changing almost by the minute the start of the first race was delayed as the course had to be completely relayed to take account of the shifting direction, but the start was only delayed by 9 minutes and Brian Welham (Maidenhead SC) got a great start and effectively led the fleet for the entire race, closely followed by Henry Jaggers (Beer SC) and Bob Dodds (Crawley Mariners) who finished second and third. For the second race, the winds manage to confuse even the hard working race support boat, and, although they managed to move the windward mark (again!), further shifts after the start meant that every leg ended up as a fetch, with little opportunity to overtake. The Race Officer from Bewl, Jeff Warley, sensibly decided to shorten the course and suggested an early lunch – much to the satisfaction of Michael Ettershank (Eyott SC) who finished first, followed by Brian and Bob.

Following a civilised lunch in the Club House overlooking the water, the fleet returned to racing spot on two o’clock as planned, with yet another wind shift, but this time with winds that began to touch F3 and some better racing opportunities. This time Bob managed to capture first place, followed very closely by Brian at the finish line, with Henry and Michael in third and fourth. The final race of the day saw only one change to this result, with John Sturgeon (Hawley Lake) taking fourth ahead of Michael in fifth. With free cake after racing (as a result of the Hon Sec disappearing with everyone’s money and car keys!! Did no one notice the security lockers at the club!!??))  the day finished as it had started, in the club house overlooking the water, and planning the next trip to Bewl in 2012. Next time its serious!

Overall Bob took the honours for the day, with Brian and Henry taking second and third. 

	Rank
	SailNo
	HelmName
	Club
	R1
2/7/2011 11.09
	R2
2/7/2011 12.08
	R3
2/7/2011 14.00
	R4
2/7/2011 15.05
	Total
	Nett

	1st
	869
	Bob Dodds
	Crawley Mariners SC
	(3)
	3
	1
	1
	8
	5

	2nd
	711
	Brian Welham
	Maidenhead SC
	1
	(2)
	2
	2
	7
	5

	3rd
	800
	Henry Jaggers
	Beer SC
	2
	(5)
	3
	3
	13
	8

	4th
	84
	Michael Ettershank
	Eyott SC
	4
	1
	4
	(5)
	14
	9

	5th
	400
	John Sturgeon
	Hawley Lake
	(5)
	4
	5
	4
	18
	13

	6th
	299
	Andrew Keynes
	Crawley Mariners SC
	6
	(8 OCS)
	6
	6
	26
	18

	7th
	720
	Keith Done
	BVSC
	(7)
	6
	7
	7
	27
	20
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